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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-8 have been examined. 



Drawings 

2. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 6-8 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of Improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent fonri, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claims 6 recites, 
"a method" in the preamble, however, the independent claim, claim 1 , in which claim 6 
depends on recite "a system". Examiner suggests making claim 6, an independent claim 
with a preamble "A method for detecting time exceeding conditions of at least one 
application executed by a processor". 
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4. Claims 7-8 are also objected for being dependent on claim 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 1 is directed to a system for detecting 
time exceeding conditions of at least one application executed by a processor by 
comparing a deadline with a current date. Claim 1 does not produce a useful and 
tangible result because the claimed subject matter relates only to comparing a deadline 
with a current time. 

7. Claims 2-8 are also rejected for being dependent on claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

9. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Peterson, Jr. (hereinafter Peterson) US Patent Number 5,857,020. 

As per claim 1 : 
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Peterson teaches a system for detecting time exceeding conditions of at least 
one application executed by a processor, comprising: an element for storing time 
conditions, said conditions being sorted by increasing deadline order; (figure 2; col. 4, 
line 21-col. 5, line 3) a register for storing the condition closest to the current date; (col. 
6, lines 2-16; col. 9, lines 33-66) and a comparator of the deadline contained in said 
register with the current date of the system, (col. 6, lines 18-41 ; col. 10, lines 2-19) 
As per claim 2: 

Peterson teaches all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Peterson further discloses a system comprising a timer for calculating the current date 
of the system, said timer being separate from a counter used by the application- 
processing processor, (col. 5. line 66-col. 6, line 2) 
As per claim 3: 

Peterson teaches all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Peterson further discloses a system wherein said storage element contains, with each 
stored time condition, an identifier of the concerned application, (figure 1; col. 5, line 15- 
17) 

As per claim 4: 

Peterson teaches all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Peterson further discloses a system wherein said storage element contains, with each 
time condition, an identifier of a monitored type of event, (col. 4, lines 29-67) 
As per claim 5: 
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Peterson teaches all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Peterson further discloses a system for managing rights of use of a digital content linked 
to at least one time condition, exploiting the detection system of claim 1 . (col. 4, line 21- 
col. 5, line 3; col. 6, lines 18-41; col. 10, lines 2-19) 
As per claim 6: 

Peterson teaches all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Peterson further discloses a system comprising, upon each execution of a new 
application, of: inputting the corresponding time condition into said storage element in 
its place in the deadline order; (col. 4, line 22-col. 5, line 3) and updating said register if 
the new time condition is the closest to the current date. (col. 4, line 22-col. 5, line 3; col. 
8, lines 33-51; col. 9, lines 62-66; col. 10, lines 15-19) 
As per claim 7: 

Peterson teaches all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Peterson further discloses a system comprising, at each stop of an application being 
executed, of: updating the storage element by the deleting of the time condition from the 
concerned application; (col. 8, lines 40-64; col. 10, lines 15-19) and updating said 
register if the deleted time condition has the closest deadline, (col. 8, lines 40-64; col. 
10, lines 15-19) 
As per claim 8: 

Peterson teaches all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Peterson further discloses a system comprising generating an interrupt for the 
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processor each time said comparator detects an exceeding of the time condition stored 
in said register by the current date. (col. 8, line 52-col. 9, line 3; col. 9, lines 2-19) 

Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See Form PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shewaye Gelagay whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4219. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on 571-272-3865. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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